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Meeting Minutes 
Date: December 14, 2016 

Members present: 
Parents/Community Members 

 

           District/Board Members 

JoAnn Fields, Co-Chair                        

Melissa Evick, Co-Chair:  Absent, Military duty                                                                                               

                       Dr. Sharon Whitehurst-Payne, District E Board Member         

Dr. Lamont A. Jackson, Area 2 Superintendent 

Ramona García, Secretary                         

Terry Tousey, Parliamentarian: Absent, Military duty 

 

                                                                                           Dr. Julie Martel, Executive Director Facilities Plan & Design 

 

Guests:  District Staff, Parents and Community Members  
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION/ACTIONS MEETING SUMMARY 

1. Call to Order 

 

 

 Co-Chairs- JoAnn Fields/Melissa Evick  Meeting called to order at 5:40 pm 

 Welcome and Introductions 

 Welcome by Dr. Payne-Weinhurst 

 Moving forward to do greater things in the district.  If you had an 

opportunity to recruit 20 individuals.  What would you offer to get 

students to go to your school?  If you had an opportunity to recruit 

someone.  What presentation would say or do to recruit that someone?  

How would you back it up? 

 

2. Approval of Morse Cluster Minutes June 8, 

2016 

 

 

 

 JoAnn Fields 

 

 Approval of Minutes of 11/9/16 

 Motion: Mr. Murchison with adjustment 

 2
nd

: Tim Farson 

 Minutes: Minutes passed 

 

3. Area 2 Superintendent/Re-Imagine the Morse 

Cluster 

 

Dr. Lamont Jackson/Dr. Julie Martel 
  

 Report:   

 Dr. Jackson:  Now we have the actual information to take in place.  

Reminder this started with the alignment in the Cluster.  We looked at 

the gaps to see what areas we needed to fill.  So students can come to 

Morse Cluster 
 Parent and Community Forum 

Bell Middle School Library 
morsecluster@sandi.net 

 

Wednesday, December 14th, 2016 
5:30–7:00 p.m.  
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ITEM DESCRIPTION/ACTIONS MEETING SUMMARY 

our cluster and not leave.  We did not want students to leave the 

Cluster because we did not offer a vibrant program.  Recognizing that 

we had an Engineering program and not having feeder schools for it.  

 Dr. Martel:  Dual Language and VAPA program- See Attachment 

(Discussion) 

 We have to figure out how to close the gaps and align the programs.  

When we say Morse Cluster that they can see the alignment. The 

VAPA program.  When they hear the schools they know the alignment 

and what it stands for.  If it is not accurate please send me the 

information so we can correct it because everyone will have the 

information. 

 We cannot move forward unless we know where we are at and where 

we are going.   

 Morse High- 2941 Total resident 1767 attending 

 GATE: Melissa 

 We’ve met we’ve gathered and we need to meet to move forward for 

next steps.  Must do per Dr. Jackson. 

 Ms. Hubbard:  What does Seminar look like in Elementary and what 

are we looking at in the Middle school level. We have second 

language and Special Education.  Can I get some clarification so that 

all of my students get the same access to advance classes? 

 Dr. Jackson:  We are losing students due to not having a Seminar 

program.   Kids are leaving.  We need to fill that void and get the 

students back.  We need a viable Seminar program to get them back. 

 Engle:  29% of students in Grades 10-12.  Some students may not be 

ready in high schools due to non-preparation in middle schools. 

 Dr. Jackson:  We are not trying to track.  GATE program is a special 

education program…  What we don’t want kids leaving our Cluster 

because we don’t have a viable program.  How do we operationalize it 

at Zamorano and at Bell?  Work in progress and we are moving 

forward.  How does it look like at Freese, at Zamorano?  There is an 

expectation that we are moving forward.  Thank you. 

 We need to get with Precious and the Elementary schools.  How do we 

ensure and have access to have the best available education?  What do 

schools have to think about for alignment? How do we prepare 

students from college to career? 

 Keiller/O’Farrell:  How many students are taken from these Charter 

schools due to the GATE program? 

 JoAnn, Principals, Parents and Dr. Payne thank you for pushing us and 

moving us forward.  We talk and take action.  Thank you for that…   

 JoAnn:  How does it all flow and look like?  If we can have a 

workshop with the parents in the Elementary.  Look at it as a whole 

track.  Marketing for the outside to come to us. 

 Dr. Payne:  Colleague from  
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ITEM DESCRIPTION/ACTIONS MEETING SUMMARY 

 Expanding the dual immersion program. 

 There are things in motion. 

 Findings are: 

 1. We have High School programs with strong music programs that we 

need to feed into.  We need the Elementary schools to have all music 

programs; Band and Orchestra.  Include drums.  Bell have one of the 

best music program in the District. 

 2. Focus on our K-8’s:  We want to focus and strengthen our K-8 

programs in Engineering.  Need our data to be great. 

 Strengthen our GATE program to have a strong Seminar only program 

at Bell.  Two Elementary schools have Gate/Seminar and all K-8 

schools should have GATE programs. 

 3. Dual immersion program:  We need to have a strong dual 

immersion programs at Boone and Bell.  We need a strong alignment 

from Boone to Bell.  So we don’t lose the students going to Roosevelt.  

We are letting them know this is what we need… So OLA office is 

working with the schools so we can align with our feeder schools. 

 How do we add Filipino to the schools to align from the Elementary to 

Bell?  I met with Katherine tonight.  K-12 component for the FilAm 

families?  Need for Filipino immersion program.  Katherine will be 

talking to the families in Boone to get their voice.  This is our 

commitment to get a Filipino dual immersion in our Cluster. 

 Fields:  “I feel disrespected that no one looked at the calendar for the 

meeting dates.”  Jackson, “My apology, not wanting to disrupt the 

calendar.” We are considering in reaching out to the Morse Cluster to 

see us.  Bell’s band to participate in the events.   This is not about 

politics.  We need to recognize what the Morse Cluster is about.  Our 

voices are heard. 

 Melissa: Gate office- We have information for the schools.  Met and 

be a service for the schools.  Meeting the needs of all our students.  

We would love to partner with principals. 

 Have a showcase in the library.  Leverage our schools and what we are 

doing.  Resources we can connect to. 

4. Marketing & Outreach: Morse Cluster  JoAnn Fields 

 

 

 

 

 

 How would you sell our Morse Cluster?  It is diverse, dual immersion 

at Boone. Music at Bell and SCPA.  Different interests offered at 

different campuses.  For marketing, people need to know we have 

state of the art culinary at Morse and Engineering.  Dual Language 

immersion which will present in February.  Community Resources that 

we may not have on campus but we can use them to come on campus.  

Library that has presentations that our students can go to. 

 We have a Facebook for the Morse Cluster, please like us so we can 

get the word out.  We get invited to different events. 

 Marketing and Outreach will be an ongoing event. 

 Zamorano is not on the Morse Cluster Web page.  Needs to be added. 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION/ACTIONS MEETING SUMMARY 

 There are a lot of people that have left the Morse Cluster.  We need to 

clean up the list and update to see if they do not want to continue 

receiving our e-mails. 

5. Community Presentation 

 

 

 

*Anthony Ussery & Mike Ranney: 

thefitnessgame@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*MLK Park and Rec Council 

 

 The Fitness Game: partnership and CIF SD Section 

 They were athletes in the past.  But, Anthony and Mike like working 

with athletes the best.  They love working with students because they 

are tablets and they like to learn.  Students are lacking motivation.  Ten 

years we wanted to implement the program.  Now with technology we 

can implement it to handle nutrition, mental quotes for the day.  

Anything to help them grow mentally.  Teamed up with CIF.  It is for 

any student who wants to maintain their shape.  To reduce obesity and 

how to live.  Secondly, use it as a fundraiser for the students. They 

plan to use it free for schools but, parents $25 a month.  $15 goes to 

the school of their choice.  Some places charge $60 to train. If you 

work out you get points for that.  You log it in.  You can make it a 

competition among students.  We are using it at Cathedral.  We are 

talking to Grossmont right now.  We want all schools in San Diego 

doing it.  We want to know how to present it to the younger schools. 

How can a community member sign up for a program like this?  Please 

meet with Dr. Lamont Jackson.  Please e-mail Ms. Garcia to get e-

mails of Cluster. 

 

 Upcoming 7th Annual MLK Community Celebration & Sportsfest 

 If you want to showcase your school and market it. 

6. LCAP Planning Team  JoAnn Fields 

Dates:  Saturdays (January 28th, 2017, 

March 18th and May 20th  

Time:   9-12 pm 

Location: Ballard Center, Room 1 

Morse Cluster Rep: ? 

 JoAnn was unable to go.  

 Engle:  It was cancelled.  How are they going to make up the meeting?  

We only have one meeting prior to the budget? 

 Reps:  JoAnn Fields,  

 Martha Avila can attend January 28
th

 

 Ramona Garcia can be alternate March and/or May. 

7. Old Business 

 

 

 JoAnn Fields 

 

 Update 

 

 Human Resources Update 

 

 Vice Principal at Fulton open 

 

 Boone:  Hubbard not ok as a parent for position not to be field until 

Ex-Principal wants the High School position.  Two schools sharing the 

position. 

 Morse High School:  Whole Admin team is vacant. 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION/ACTIONS MEETING SUMMARY 

 Marketing and Communication Update 

8. Public Announcement/Roundtable 

 

 

  

 When do we open Morse Cluster elections?   

 We will look at bi-laws. 

 Tabled for next meeting 

 

 Engle:  Choice-Why was the choice program shortened?  

 

 Dr. Martel:  We changed the window to more closely 

 

Free after school tutoring program:  M-Th 3-6 pm, F-Sun: 2-5pm 

Databases available to get the tutoring through the help now.  

Credentialed teachers 1-6pm.  Full lessons.  Can upload a paper and 

get edits from teacher within 24 hours. 

Sandiegolibrary.com 

 

Bell:  Bell Families are receiving gifts from Bell Alumni’s to our 

homeless families. 

 

Zamorano:  Essay of how to help our community: 206 students won 

and received bikes at Zamorano. 

 

Positive stories need to be promoted so our community can see how 

we are giving back.  Glad to share stories of joy. 

 

Carolyn Billups: Black minds matter:  Label- is a drummer.  He is 

from St. Louis. Started from seeing that students didn’t have a voice.  

We go out to the community and raise funds.  Raise money for 

students to go to college.  We want to encourage African-American 

students to attend the concert.  Blues, gospel, jazz and hip-hop concert.  

All genres attend.  Mr. Label wants to do a small concert at a school. 

Can we move the meeting at least one week so it is better planning for 

the families who want to attend? 

February 25
th

 in Los Angeles. 

9. Adjournment  Co-Chairs    7:21 pm 

Motion to adjourn:  

2
nd

:  

Motion passes to adjourn 
 

Next Meeting:  February 8th, 2016 

 

Meeting Adjourned at  

Minutes recorded by Ramona García, Secretary 


